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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on 
application number 2002-94662 filed in Japan on September 8, 2005. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed March 23, 2007 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
under 37 CFR 1.81(c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). 

Specification 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 
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The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," or in the instant case "according to the present invention." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

6. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nishino (4,738,427). With respect to claim 9, Nishino discloses a seat for a vehicle 
(Figure 3): comprising: a pair of support frames (8)(8) supported by the vehicle body; a 
seat back (1)(A) including a seat back frame (unlabeled) including the outer tubular 
edge portion of seat back (1)(A) side elements and a sub-frame (unlabeled) including 
the inner planar portion extending between the outer tubular edge portions, the upper 
end (unlabeled) of the sub-frame being coupled to the seatback frame (1); a reclining 
device (6) configured to allow the seat back (1)(A) to tilt and support the seat back 
(1)(A) in a tilting position, the reclining device (6) being supported by an installed on the 
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support frames (8)(8); and a lifter device (3) configured to allow a seat cushion portion 
(2)(A) to tip up and support the seat cushion portion (2)(A) in a tipping position, the lifter 
device (3) being supported by and installed on the support frames (8)(8) wherein the 
reclining device (6) comprises a device mechanism and covers lower ends of the seat 
back frame (1) and the lower end of the sub frame (unlabeled) as best depicted in 
Figure 3. 

With respect to claim 13, the lifter device (3) comprises a first sector gear (20) 
and a second gear (19) to allow the seat cushion portion (2)(A) to tip up and support the 
seat cushion portion (2)(A) in a tipping position. The lifter (3) further comprises a first 
projection (17) and a second projection (22) on an inner portion (unlabeled) of the first 
and second support members (8). The gear (second gear) (19) is pivotally supported 
on the first projection (17) and the sector gear (first gear) (20) is pivotally supported in 
the second projection (22), 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 5-11 and 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishino (4,738,427) in view of Niezoldt (5,791 ,738). As disclosed 
above, Nishino reveals all claimed elements with the exception of a seat back frame 



Application/Control Number: 10/509,569 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3636 

made from a pipe/tube and sub-frames welded to the back fame and also made from 
pipes/tubes, wherein each lower end of the frame and sub-frames is spaced in the fore- 
aft direction and the reclining device falls within the space. 

Niezoldt (5,791,738) discloses a seat back (1) including a first tubular/pipe frame 
(4) and a second tubular/pipe frame or sub-frame (3) having lower ends that are spaced 
apart in the fore-aft direction and a reclining device (13), which falls within the space. 
The first (4) and second (3) frames are welded together at top portions (7)(6) by way of 
separator (8) as described in column 2, lines 35-40, 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at he time of the 
instant invention to replace the seat back (1)(A) disclosed by Nishino with the seat back 
taught by Niezoldt. Such a modification would create "a considerable increase in the 
seat back's stability under load both towards the front and the back" (column 3, lines 2- 
3). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Sundgren (6,471,292); Fujita etal. (US2003/01 16999); Sparks 
(6,767,055); Lepaule (6,502,799); Hatta (4,948,081) and Kojima et al. (6,276,650). 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah B. McPartlin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6854. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Sarah B. McPartlin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 



SBM 

March 29, 2007 



